
Peru and the 
Agreement on 

Technical 
Barriers to 

Trade

Claudia Rosas Cárdenas

Directorate of Technical 
Requirements for Foreign Trade

1

September 2021



2

INDEX

1. Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade (ATBT)

2. Principles and Disciplines of the ATBT

3. Peru in the TBT Committee

4. Transparency: Procedure for drawing up and notification of TRs

5. Peruvian Technical Regulations Portal



3

The TBT Agreement
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Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade

The TBT Agreement seeks to ensure that
technical regulations, standards and
conformity assessment procedures adopted
by countries do not create unnecessary trade
barriers.

Do not discriminate between similar
products.

Recognizes the rights of countries to take measures
as appropriate to protect legitimate objectives
(health, safety, environment, etc.).

It urges countries to use international standards
where appropriate, but they are not required to
change their levels of protection as a result of
standardization.
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Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade

Excluded from the TBT scope are government purchases, services and sanitary and phytosanitary 
measures.

Technical Regulations (TR)

Conformity Assessment Procedures
(CAPs)

Standards (S)

The WTO TBT Agreement
applies to three types of
measures:

Regulators: MINSA, MINEM, PRODUCE, MINAM, MIDAGRI, etc.

Focus
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Principles and disciplines of 
the TBT Agreement
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Principles and Disciplines of the TBT Agreement

The WTO TBT Agreement
guarantees an essential legal
framework and establishes
principles that must be
respected by Member countries:

Non-discrimination
Prevention of

unnecessary barriers to 
trade

TransparencyHarmonization and use of 
international standards
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Peru in the TBT Committee
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COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

13.1 A Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade is hereby
established, which shall be composed of representatives of each
Member. The Committee shall elect its Chairman and meet as
appropriate, but at least once a year (...)

Two fundamental aspects:

q Examination of Specific Measures: To discuss STC on specific
laws, regulations or procedures. More than 500 STC's have
been raised to date.

q Strengthen the application of the ATBT: Transparency,
application of standards, conformity assessment, GRP.
Adoption of Decisions and Recommendations.
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COMMITTEE ON TECHNICAL BARRIERS TO TRADE

Increased transparency and 
exchange of information 

(e.g., regarding the status of 
implementation or the 

products covered)

Raise concerns without 
recourse to the WTO dispute 

settlement system.

Raising awareness of the use 
and non-use of international 

standards

Resolution of trade concerns 
(also in bilateral meetings 

parallel to Committee 
meetings) 

PROCEEDS
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In the case of Peru...

In total
As a claimant: 4 cases
As a defendant: 6 cases
As a third: 19 cases

Request for clarification to the 
information service

…… Bilateral consultations …..

Specific Trade Concerns (STC)
raised in the Committees

DIFFERENCES

OSD of the 
WTO

Comments on notifications
[public consultations]

TBT
Peru has 
submitted 204 
TBT 
notifications

Peru has raised 9 
STCs

Peru has sparked 7 
STCs

TBT
As a claimant: 2 cases
As a third: 11 cases
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TRANSPARENCY: PREPARATION 
AND NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE
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TRANSPARENCY

For TRs and STC:

• Members must announce, 
through a notice in a 
publication, at a suitably 
early stage, their intention to 
introduce a new technical 
regulation (Art. 2.9.1) or a 
new Conformity Assessment 
Procedure (5.6.1.TBT).

For standards:

• The work program must be 
published every 6 months 
specifying the rules adopted 
and those to be adopted 
(Paragraph J Annex 3). An 
official publication must 
report the existence of such a 
program.
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WTO NOTIFICATION PROCEDURE

A measure is proposed

Posting a Notice

Notification to other Members

Distribution of copies of the text

End of the deadline for submitting observations

Consideration of observations 

Adoption of the measure

Publication of the measure

Measure enforcement date

3

1

4

5

6

7

8

9

2

Reasonable time 
period:

minimum 60 days

Reasonable time 
period:

minimum 6 months
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Andean Community Decision 827

Article 12:
Before the adoption of draft TR and STC, CAN Member Countries should allow other Members
or any interested party to submit their comments in writing either by physical or electronic
means, preferably through the Enquiry Point of the notifying Member Country. For which a
minimum period of sixty (60) calendar days must be granted.

The Andean Community Notification and Technical Regulatory Information System (TRIS)
established by Decision 615 should be used for notification.
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Procedure for reporting TRs

MINCETUR notifies the 
draft TR to the WTO, CAN 

and trading partners.
Comment period: 60 days

NO obstacle: the TR 
is forwarded to the 
Notification Focal 
Point (MINCETUR)

IF there is an 
obstacle: the 

regulator must 
reformulate the TR

MINCETUR assesses 
whether the TR 

presents any 
unnecessary barriers 

to trade

Regulator issues 
DRAFT TR

3.1

1 4
2

3.2
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Endorsement

There are NO substantial modifications: 
publication of the responses to the comments on 

the website of the MINCETUR TRs

The process starts again from 
step 2

IF there are substantial 
modifications: the TR is again 

reviewed by MINCETUR

The TR will enter into force from 6 
months from its publication

The final TR is published in the 
Official Gazette El Peruano

NO comments
IF there are comments: the regulator 

evaluates the relevance of incorporating 
the comments received and responds. 

MINCETUR notifies the draft TR to the WTO, CAN and trading partners.
Comment period: 60 days

5.1

9

8

4

5.2

6.1 6.2

7.1

7.2
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Internal procedure for the attention of notifications

31 4

5678

2

Receipt of the 
notification at the OTC 

Focal Point - MINCETUR

Publication in the 
MINCETUR notification 

portal
Analysis of notifications Reporting

Sending reports to 
relevant and interested 
sectors and requesting 
comments through the 

TBT Focal Point

Receipt of comments 
within the deadline

Sending comments to 
the Focal Point of the 

notifying Member 
country

Monitoring of the 
measure



Form to submit comments on notifications
FORM FOR COMMENTS ON TBT/WTO NOTIFICATIONS FROM WTO MEMBERS

A) ABOUT ORGANIZATION THAT MAKES THE COMMENT:

NAME OF THE ORGANIZATION:

DEPENDENCE

B) ON THE NOTIFICATION:

NOTIFYING MEMBER:

NAME OF THE NOTIFIED DRAFT OR REGULATION:

SIGNATURE

TEXT OF THE 
DRAFT/REGULATION CHANGE/CONTRIBUTION JUSTIFICATION
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PERUVIAN TECHNICAL 
REGULATIONS PORTAL
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PERUVIAN TECHNICAL REGULATIONS PORTAL

https://www.mincetur.gob.pe/reglamentostecnicos/nosotros/nosotros.html?c=n_quienes_Somos
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PERUVIAN TECHNICAL REGULATIONS PORTAL

http://consultasenlinea.mincetur.gob.pe/webRT/puMostrarResultados.aspx?int_reguladora=0&int_tipodispositivo=0&int_numero=&int_an
io=0&str_titulo=&int_vigilancia=0&str_producto=&int_partida=&int_ciiu=&strFechaDesde=01/01/1990&strFechaHasta=22/10/2020
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NOTIFICATION INVENTORY

http://consultasenlinea.mincetur.gob.pe/notificaciones/Publico/FrmBuscador.aspx



Thank you
Claudia Rosas Cárdenas
crosas@mincetur.gob.pe

otc@mincetur.gob.pe
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